
Monster Sciences
Making science fun!

Can you make a toy that 

sounds like a chicken?

•  A disposable cup

•  A piece of string or wool

•  A toothpick

•  A piece of damp paper towel

1.  Pierce a hole in the bottom of the cup just big enough to pass the string 

through.

2.  Thread the string through the hole and then tie the toothpick to end of the 

string that is inside the cup.  Pull the string down until the toothpick is in the 

bottom of the cup.

3.  Wrap the damp paper towel around the string close to the bottom of the 

cup.  Hold the cup in one hand and slide the paper towel along the string 

with the other.  

4.  Experiment with moving the paper towel along the string faster and slower 

and see if you can make it sound like a chicken.

5.  Now put your hand inside the cup and try it again.  

  

When you pull the paper towel along the string it 

makes the string vibrate,  The string then makes the 

cup vibrate, which carries the sound and makes it 

much louder.  When you put your hand in the cup 

you make it harder for the cup to vibrate so you 

muffle the sound.

•  Try rubbing the string with dry paper towel.  Does it 

make a difference?  Why?



TEACHING NOTES:




