
Monster Sciences  Making science fun!

You'll feel like the big 
bad wolf!

1 Carefully fold the piece of paper in half.
2 Now stand up the paper like a tent near the edge of a table. 

3  Now stand over the tent and gently blow directly down onto it. 

4  Bend down so your mouth is level with the opening in the tent and 
blow a long slow breath through the tent. 

When you stand the tent up on 
the table, the air pressure inside 
the tent is the same as the air 
pressure outside the tent, so it 
stands upright. Blowing down on 
the tent doesn't make any 
difference.

When you blow through the tent you push air out of the tent, which 
lowers the air pressure inside it.  With less pressure holding up the tent 
and more pressure pushing down on it, it collapses.  

• Try blowing on the tent in other ways and observe what happens. 
 You could blow on the side, or blow faster or slower, softer or harder 
for example.
• Can you repeat this experiment on a larger scale?  How are you 
going to do it?  What equipment would you need?

•  A small piece of paper
•  A big breath!
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