
1.  In a small group you are going to look at a group of non living things and 

decide if they have ever been alive. 

2.  Put the things that were alive once in one pile, and the things that have never 

been alive into another pile.

3.  Write a list of the things that used to be alive and another list of the things that 

were never alive.

Some things that aren't alive now used to be alive.  Some of them won't have 

changed much since they were alive - such as a shell or leaf from a tree, but 

other things have had lots of things done to them and have changed a lot. 

 These ones are a bit more tricky so think carefully about what things are made 

of before you decide which pile to put them in.

•  Make a collage of pictures of things that 

used to be alive.  You can cut them out of 

old newspapers or magazines, or you could 

use digital images on your computer.

•  Next time you go to a pet shop or 

aquarium, have a look in the tanks and think 

about which things are alive now, which 

things used to be alive and which ones have 

never been alive.
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•  paper and pencil to record your answers

•  a collection of non-living things

Some things aren't 

alive now, but they 

used to be
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TEACHING NOTES:




