
Making Science Fun!

•  Clear container eg plastic cup or jar
•  A collection of things to test
•  A pop stick for stirring
•  Water

1.  You will be testing one substance at a time.  Place one teaspoon of the substance 
you are testing into your container.
2.  Go back to your group and half fill the container with water.
3.  Stir the water 30 times with your pop stick.
4.  Have a look at the mixture.  Has the substance you were testing dissolved away?  If 
it has, it is water soluble.  If it has stayed the same, then it is insoluble in water.  Or 
perhaps it is somewhere in the middle.  Write it into the right 
column.
5.  Wash out your container and then test the next substance.

You should find that some of the things you test dissolve easily, 
while others don't dissolve in water at all.  Some may dissolve 
only after a lot of stirring or may only dissolve part way, 
leaving some of the substance in the bottom of the container.

•  Test some of the hard to dissolve substances again. 
 Change some factors to see if you get a different result - you 
could use more or less of the substance, more or less water, stir longer.  If you have a 
container with a lid, try shaking it instead of stirring.

•  Now try another hard to dissolve substance but this time use warm water.  Does it 
make any difference?

Can you find 
out which things 

dissolve in 
water?



TEACHING NOTES:

• 




