
Monster Sciences  Making science fun!

Could you fool your 
friends with this trick?

1 Put a straw in your glass and have a drink of water. 

2 Now place the other straw on the table and use the pin to punch 
some holes in the top third of the straw.  

.
3 Now use the straw with the holes to take a drink of water. 

When we drink using a straw we suck on the end of the straw while 
the other end of the straw is in the drink.  When we first suck on the 
straw we suck the air out which means we reduce the air pressure 
inside the straw. The air pressure outside the straw is then higher so it 
pushes down on the drink in the cup and forces some of the liquid up 
the straw.  This process keeps going until the drink has reached our 
mouth, but it is so fast we don't even think about it! 

• Can you explain what the holes in the straw do?
• Try using the straw with the holes in it upsided down - with the holes 
in the drink.  What happens?  Keep drinking and see if anything 
changes.
• What happens when you blow in the straw?  Explaining using what 
you now know about air pressure.
• Could you trick someone with a holey straw?

•  2 drinking staws
• A pin
• A glass of drinking water



TEACHING NOTES:
Topic Suitable for Ages

• 




